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Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
SIR: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and to the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.56, the Examiner in charge of the above-identified application is requested to 
consider and make of record the references listed on the Form PTO-1449 (RP) submitted 
herewith. A copy of each of the listed references is also enclosed. 

Although the information submitted herewith may be "material" to the Examiner's 
consideration of the subject application, this submission is not intended to constitute an 
admission that such information is "prior art" as to the claimed invention. 



In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosu 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made. 

The following references are not in the English language: 



re 



1) JP 11-223735 



2) JP 10-148729 

3) JP 08-320422 

4) JP 63-250607 

5) JP 11-023875 



6) JP 10-090539 



Appln. No.: 09/935,027 



MTS-3270US 



References 1) to 6) include English language abstracts. 

Reference 5) includes a U.S. corresponding patent. 

References 1) to 4) and 6) include partial English translations. 

References 1) to 6) were cited in a Japanese Office Action in a patent application 
corresponding to the above-identified patent application. A copy of this Office Action, which 
indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office, is transmitted herewith. 
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The undersigned hereby states that each item of information disclosed in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 
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